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Common FAFSA Mistakes
1. Not filing at all
2. Using the wrong website
3. Not Using DRT
4. Marking Legal Guardianship or Ward of the Court
5. Reporting scholarships and grants that were not taxable
6. Confusing parent info and student info
7. Inputting the same amount for taxes paid and agi
8. Not including parent information
9. Not registering with selective service (if born male)
10. Student and or parent not signing FAFSA



FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID
FAFSA.GOV

Never pay for FAFSA



Didn’t use the DRT tool?

Using the Link to the IRS button imports the tax information for you 
reducing the chance of error.
If you did not link on first filing, you can go back and use the tool to link 
and submit FAFSA again. 



DEPENDENCY STATUS

Read these questions 
carefully. Many will need 
court or other 
documentation to support 
a “yes” answer. 

If you don’t have court 
paperwork but feel like you 
have a special 
circumstance call the 
financial aid office. 



Additional Financial Information

Read this closely.  Many 
student put all grants and 
scholarships in this section but 
it is only the amount that 
would have been considered 
taxable and you included that 
amount on your federal tax 
return 



PARENT vs STUDENT



AGI versus Taxes Paid
**Use the helpful tips on the righthand side to know where on a tax form to pull the 

numbers



Parent Info

If the FAFSA is asking for parent info you need to include it.  Just leaving it 
off the FAFSA will create errors.   If there are special circumstances, you 
need to talk to the financial aid office to find out your next steps.  

If you are a graduate student and that FAFSA asks if you would like to 
include parent info, you can say no. 



SELECTIVE SERVICE

Your gender is used to 

determine if you need to 

register with the Selective 

Service System. Most male 

citizens and male immigrants 
must register with the 

Selective Service System to 

receive federal student aid. 

This requirement applies to 

any person assigned the 
gender of male at birth.

Selective Service registration is 
required by law as the first part of a fair 
and equitable system that, if authorized 
by the President and Congress, would 
rapidly provide personnel to the 
Department of Defense while at the 
same time providing for an Alternative 
Service Program for conscientious 
objectors. By registering, a young man 
remains eligible for jobs, Federal 
student aid, State-based student aid in 
31 states, Federally-funded job training, 
and U.S. citizenship for immigrant men



Sign and Submit

• Make sure that you SIGN and SUBMIT the FAFSA.  If you are dependent 
and had to include parent information the parent must SIGN and SUBMIT 
as well.  If this is done you will get a confirmation screen as well as a 
confirmation email. 



Questions?
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