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What is considered Special
Circumstances?
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FAFSA and Income Changes

You filed your 2021-22 FAFSA using 2019 income
but the income has dropped since 2019, what
can you do?
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Answer

That is considered a Special Circumstance and
we can use Professional Judgment to look at
your current income to see if it makes you

eligible for need-based aid or additional need-
based aid
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Question?

Your parents withdrew money from their
retirement to pay off some bills and it made
their income look higher in 2019 that it really is,
is there something that can be done?
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Answer

Yes, that too is a change in income and if the
funds are no longer there we can do a
Professional Judgment.
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Change in Life Circumstances

Since filing the FAFSA there has been a death of
parent or spouse, if independent or your
parents have experienced a separation or
divorce or you have separated or divorced from
your spouse, is this a special circumstance?
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Answer

Yes, both of those are considered a special
circumstance. We will only look at the surviving
persons income in cases of death or with
separation or divorce, we will look at the
parent’s for which the student resides or if a
independent student, only the students income.
The household size changes as well.
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Question?

My parent’s pay tuition at a private, primary or
secondary, school for my siblings, is this a special
circumstance?
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Answer

This is a special circumstance as well. We will
need documentation from the school(s) of the
amount of tuition that they paid during the
calendar year of the FAFSA. So, for the 2021-22
Fafsa, we will need documentation of what was
paid in 2019 at the private school.
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Question

We have usually high medical and dental
expenses due to a family members illness, can
you look at this?
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Answer

If the expenses have been paid (the amount you
pay after insurance has covered their portion)
then yes, we can look to see if this make any
difference for your financial aid. The paid
expenses have to be in excess of 11% of the
adjusted gross income. If in doubt, ask us and
we can calculate this for you.

SPALDING




What we will ask for when doing a
Professional Judgment (other than

dependency override)
Tax returns
W-2's
Paycheck stubs
Our Professional Judgment form
Paid Medical an Dental expenses
Documentation from the Private school(s)

_etter written by parent or student explaining the
situation

Any other documents we determine is needed to
make a decision
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Unable to obtain parent information
for the FAFSA

| do not live with my parents, does their
information need to be on the FAFSA?
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Answer

That depends. The FAFSA has severa
dependency questions that need to be
answered to determine your dependency status.
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Dependency Questions

o ANSWET TNE QUESTIONS IN INiS 5Ep 10 aeTenmineg i you Wwin neea 1o proviog parentdl intonmauon. wnce
Step Three (Student): you answer “Yes” to any of the questiﬂnﬂ in this step, skip Step Four and go to Step Five on page 8.

45. Were you born before January 1, 19987 .......ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciis i i s s s sssees Yog | () No ()
46. As of today, are you married? (Also answer "Yes" if you are separated but not dl"-l'ﬂl-EEd.]l e Yes | ()1 Mo ()
47. At the beginning of the 2021-2022 school year, will yrnu be wurlung on a master's or doctorate pmglam [such as an MA,. =

MBA, MD, JD, PhD, EdD, graduate certificate, etc.)?. .. . Ys | O No O
48. Are you currently serving on active duty in the U.5. Armed Forces f{:r purposes {:ther than tralmng? See Notes page 9. . Yes | ()1 No ()
49. Are you a veteran of the U5, Armed Forces? See Motes page 9... et ves | ()1 No ()
50. Do you now have or will you have children who will receive more than half of their support from you between JuI:.r 1,2021 ;

BN U 30, 20227, o e ettt et e e e e e e et Yes | ()1 No ()
51. Do you have dependents (other than your children or sp-nu se) who live with you and who receive more than half of their ;

support from you, now and through June 30, 20227 | P R ) B No ()
52. At any time since you turned age 13, were both your parents. deceased, were yuu in foster care or were yﬂu a dep-endent pu e

or ward of the court? See Notes page 10. . | Yes | ()] No L)
53. As determined by a court in your state uflegal rmdence, are you or Were you an emanclpated mmur? SeeNotespage10. .. voo ()1 No ()
54. Does someone other than your parent or steppalent have Iegal guardlanshlp of :.rcnua as determined b:.r acourt in :.rnur state

of legal residence? See Notes page 10. _. ... Yes | ()4 No ()
55. At any time on or after July 1, 2020, did your hlgh 5-r:hm| or 5:‘_hu-nl dls‘mcr humeless I|alsun determme that yOu Were an p

unaccompanied youth who was homeless or were self-supporting and at risk of being homeless? See Notes page 10... . .. Yes | ()1 No ()

56. At any time on or after July 1, 2020, did the director of an emergency shelter or transitional housing program funded by
the U.5. Department of Hnusmg and Urban Development determine that you were an unaccnmpanled yﬂmh who was

homeless or were self-supporting and at risk of being homeless? See Notes page 10. . i ieiiieaens .. ves | (1 No ()
57. At any time on or after July 1, 2020, did the director of a runaway or homeless :,r{:uth hasu'_ center or transnmnal Il'.rln
E‘r::gram determine that you were an unacmmpanled yuuth who was homeless or were self-supp-nrtmg and at risk o o

iNg homeless? See Notes Page T0. . ... ... ..ottt ettt et iias . Yes [ (1 No

L I . L T L LI [Ny SRS [ S S - Me —= [ - _—
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If you answer “No” to all of those questions then
you are considered dependent unless there are
special circumstances which prevents you from
providing the parent information, this is called a
Dependency Override.
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Dependency Override

There are instances where we can determine
that you can be considered an independent
student. Those include but not limited to,

* Cases of abuse or neglect
* No contact with either biological parent

When in doubt you should talk to us and we can
determine the course of action.
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Dependency Override Documentation

e Letter written by student explaining the situation
and last contact with biological parents

 Letter from unbiased 3™ party such as teacher,
counselor, clergy, social worker etc. written on
letterhead explaining what they know of the
situation

e Court Documents
e Tax information to show students income

 Other documentation that may help show no
contact with biological parents
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When in doubt just ask!

If you don’t know if your situation will make a
difference - a change in income, divorce, death
etc. or dependency issues- just ask us. We are
here to assist you through the process and see if
there is anything we can do to help!
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Questions?
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